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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-13, 25, and 27 are pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 15 May 
2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-13, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shuman (U.S. Patent 6,424,995). 

As per claims 1 and 25, Shuman teaches a computer system that is network 
connectable along with one or more other computer systems to a network (i.e. 
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"Furthermore, those skilled in the art will recognize that the present invention may be implemented in a 
stand-alone or in a distributed computing environment. " "Examples of such distributed computing 
environments include local area networks, enterprise-wide computer networks, and the global 
/ntemeO(Column 4, lines 20-23, lines 27-30), a method for registering a message application 
to have primary control of a message folder space, the method comprising (i.e. "Those 
skilled in the art will also appreciate that the controls displayed by a form also vary based on the context 
in which the message is being displayed, i.e., whether the message is being composed by a user, or has 
already been sent or received by a user In the context of an e-mail message, a "compose" form will 
include controls that allow the user to send the message when composition is complete. Similarly, a 
"receive" form will include controls that allow a user to forward the message to others, or reply to the 
sender A "sent" form may indicate to the sender when the message was sent, and allow the user to send 
it toothers. ")(Column 13, lines 41-52): an act of an operating system (i.e. "The operating system 
36, in conjunction with the BIOS 19 (FIG. 1) and associated device drivers, provides the basic interface 
between the computer's resources, the user, and the application program 37a. The operating system 36 
interprets and carries out instructions issued by the user. For example, when the user wants to load an 
application program 37a, such as a program module embodying the present invention, the operating 
system 36 interprets the instruction (e.g., double clicking on the application program's icon) and causes 
the processing unit 14 to load the program code into RAM 1 7 from either the local hard disk drive 20, 
floppy disk 23, CD-ROM 26, or the remote memory storage device 33. Once the application program 37a 
is loaded into the RAM 1 7, it is executed by the processing unit 14. " The preceding text clearly indicates 
that an operating system is required to carry out requests made by the user. The instructions are requests 
made by the application that the user interacts with to perform such requests. Thus, the message 
application is an instance of such an application in which instructions or requests are made to the user. 
This concept is fundamental to the operating system. Furthermore, the Examiner refers to Figure 2 in the 
prior art that illustrates this concept.)(Column 7,lines 9-22; Figure 2) receiving a folder registration 
request from a message application (i.e. "The operation of these MAPI components is illustrated 
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by describing the flow of an electronic message through these components. The user of a client 
application 300 sends an electronic message to one or more recipients. A message store provider 330 
initiates the sending process and formats the message with additional information needed for 
transmission. The MAPI spooler 310 receives the electronic message, performs any required 
preprocessing, and delivers it to the appropriate transport provider 340." The folder registration request is 
illustrated by the electronic messages, which are requests that are executed by the operating 
system.)(Coiumn 9, lines 44-49); an act of the operating system determining that a folder silo 

has resources available to satisfy the folder registration request (i.e. "Message store 
providers 330 handle the storage and retrieval of electronic messages and other information for the users 
of a client application. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the message information is organized using a hierarchical 
system known as a message store, which is implemented in multiple levels, with containers called folders 
holding electronic messages of different types. There is no limit to the number of levels in a message 
store, and folders can contain many sub-folders." The preceding text clearly indicates that a folder silo is 
illustrated by the function of the message store providers that determine the resource availability to satisfy 
a request.)(Column 9, lines 11-19); an act of the operating system allocating a folder space 
within the folder silo to satisfy the folder registration request (i.e. "Message store providers 
330 handle the storage and retrieval of electronic messages and other information for the users of a client 
application. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the message information is organized using a hierarchical system 
known as a message store, which is implemented in multiple levels, with containers called folders holding 
electronic messages of different types. There is no limit to the number of levels in a message store, and 
folders can contain many sub-folders." The preceding text clearly indicates that the folder space within the 
folder silo is exemplified by the message store that implements containers called folders holding 
electronic messages of different types. An ordinary person skilled in the art understands that allocating 
space is a required step in holding electronic messages of different types in folders.)(Column 9, lines 11- 
19); and an act of the operating system maintaining an indication that the message 
application has primary control of the allocated folder space such that other message 
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applications can be made aware that the message application has primary control of the 
allocated folder space (i.e. "Message store providers 330 handle the storage and retrieval of 
electronic messages and other information for the users of a client application. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the 
message information is organized using a hierarchical system known as a message store, which is 
implemented in multiple levels, with containers called folders holding electronic messages of different 
types. There is no limit to the number of levels in a message store, and folders can contain many sub- 
folders. " "Transport providers 340 handle message transmission and reception. They control the 
interaction between the MAPI spooler 310 and the underlying messaging system 320. They also 
implement security if necessary and take care of any pre-processing and post-processing tasks that are 
required. Client applications 300 communicate with the transport providers 340 through a message store 
provider 330. When an incoming message is detected, the transport provider informs the MAPI spooler 
and the message is delivered to the appropriate message store. To handle outgoing messages, the 
message store moves the message to the outbound queue, informs the MAPI spooler, and the spooler 
transfers it to the appropriate transport providers." The preceding text clearly indicates that the transport 
providers make aware that the message application has primary control. This is illustrated in handling in 
how a client application (i.e. message application) communications with the transport providers through a 
message store, where the message store determines the allocated folder space.)(Column 9, lines 11-19; 
lines 28-40). 

As per claim 2, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the act of an operating 
system receiving a folder registration request from a message application comprises an 
act of receiving a folder request from an electronic mail application (i.e. "FIG. 3 illustrates the 
modular architecture defined by MAPI. The client applications 300 are application programs that take 
advantage of the MAPI subsystem 305. ")(Column 8, lines 7-9; Figure 3). 
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As per claim 3, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the act of an operating 
system receiving a folder registration request from a message application comprises an 
act of receiving a folder request for a folder space that is to store electronic messages 
having fields defined in accordance with a message application extension schema (i.e. 

"In FIG. 4, the first folder 400 contains note messages and uses the MAPI standard note form. The 
second folder 405 contains inventory request messages and uses a custom inventory form. The 
information on both forms represents the properties, or attributes, of the message. Messages are the 
units of data transferred from one user to another. Every message contains some text, which is formatted 
simply or more intricately depending on the form that is used, and envelope information that is used for 
transmission.')(Co\un\n 9, lines 64-67; Figure 4). 

As per claim 4, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the act of an operating 
system receiving a folder registration request from a message application comprises an 
act of receiving a folder request for a folder space that is to store electronic messages 
having specified primary type (i.e. "In FIG. 4, the first folder 400 contains note messages and uses 
the MAPI standard note form. The second folder 405 contains inventory request messages and uses a 
custom inventory form. The information on both forms represents the properties, or attributes, of the 
message. Messages are the units of data transferred from one user to another Every message contains 
some text, which is formatted simply or more intricately depending on the form that is used, and envelope 
information that is used for transmission.')(Co\umn 9, lines 64-67; Figure 4). 

As per claim 5, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the act of the operating 
system determining that a folder silo has resources available to satisfy the folder 
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registration request comprises an act of determining that a requested folder space is not 
currently allocated (Figures 3, 4, 5). 

As per claim 6, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the operating system 
allocating a folder space within the folder silo comprises an act creating the folder space 

(Figure 2, 3). 

As per claim 7, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the operating system 
allocating a folder space comprises an act of allocating a folder space that is to store 
electronic mail messages (Figure 3). 

As per claim 8, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the operating system 
allocating a folder space comprises an act of allocating a folder space that is to store 
electronic messages having fields defined in accordance with a message application 
extension schema (Figure 3, 4). 

As per claim 9, Shuman teaches a method, wherein the operating system 
allocating a folder space comprises an act of allocating a folder space that is to store 
electronic messages of a specified primary type (Figure 3, 4). 

As per claim 10, Shuman teaches a method, wherein an act of the operating 
system maintaining an indication that the message application has primary control of 
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the allocated folder space comprises an act of updating an external list that tracks which 
message folders are allocated to which message applications (Figure 3 t 4). 

As per claim 1 1 , Shuman teaches a method, wherein the operating system 
maintaining an indication that the message application has primary control of the 
allocated folder space comprises an act of altering the arrangement of the folder silo 
such that subsequent analysis of the folder silo indicates that the folder space is 
allocated to the message application (Figure 3). 

As per claim 12, Shuman teaches a method, further comprising: an act of the 
operating system preventing another message application from accessing the allocated 
folder space subsequent to the folder space being allocated (Figure 3). 

As per claim 13, Shuman teaches a method, further comprising: an act of the 
operating system sending a signal to the message application, the signal indicating the 
folder registration request was satisfied (i.e. "Message store providers 330 handle the storage 
and retrieval of electronic messages and other information for the users of a client application. As 
illustrated in FIG. 4, the message information is organized using a hierarchical system known as a 
message store, which is implemented in multiple levels, with containers called folders holding electronic 
messages of different types. There is no limit to the number of levels in a message store, and folders can 
contain many sub-folders. ")(Figure 3, 4, 5). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 27 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Remarks/Argument 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 18 July 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

Applicant argues: 

(1) "Shuman does not teach an 'operating system receiving a folder registration 
request from a message application.'" 

The Examiner disagrees. Shuman teaches an operating system (i.e. operating 
system.)(Figures 2 and 3; see also column 7, lines 12-13) receiving a folder registration request 
("The operating system interprets and carries our instructions issued by the user. " The Examiner 
interprets the folder registration request as an instructions issued by the user. The Applicant of course will 
contended that the request is coming from the message application, however, message application sends 
such requests by proxy from the user. Furthermore, the applicant concedes that a message application 
request is being dictated by the user (i.e. sending user), see Applicant's specification, paragraph 
[0003])(Figures 2 and 3; see column 7, lines 12-13; see also Column 13, lines 41-52) from a message 
application (i.e. messaging system)(see Figure 3). 
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(2) "Shuman does not disclose the reception of a 'folder registration request' from 
a 'message application/" 

The Examiner disagrees. Shuman discloses the reception of a 'folder registration 
request' (i.e. "For examiner if the message item is a meeting request... "The Examiner interprets the 
meeting request to be an instance of a folder registration request.)(column 16, lines 32-33) from a 
'message application/ (i.e. Microsoft Outlook Program)(column 16, line 34) 

(3) "Shuman (as well as its entirety) fails to teach any determination of resources 
available to satisfy a folder registration request." 

The Examiner disagrees. Shuman teaches any determination of resources 
available (i.e. "Generally described the application program communicates with the operating system by 
calling predefined functions provided by the operating system. The operating system responds by 
providing the requested information in a message or by executing the requested task" The examiner 
interprets the determination of resources available to be an instance of calling predefined functions 
provided by the operating system. That is when the client application makes a request, the operating 
system will check available resources.)(Column 7, lines 42-48) to satisfy a folder registration 
request (i.e. "For examiner if the message item is a meeting request..."The Examiner interprets the 
meeting request to be an instance of a folder registration request.)(column 16, lines 32-33). 

(4) "Shuman (as well as its entirety) fails to disclose maintaining an indication 
that the message application has primary control of the allocated folder space." 

The Examiner disagrees. Shuman discloses maintaining an indication (i.e. 
signals)(column 4, line 64) that the message application (i.e. message system)(column 8, line 49) 
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has primary control (i.e. "message store provider initiates..." The examiner interprets the use of 
primary control to have the ability to initiate.)(column 9, lines 44-45) of the allocated folder space 
(see Figures 3 and 4). 

Hence, the Applicant's arguments do not distinguish over the claimed invention 
over the prior art of record. 

Any other arguments by the applicant are either more limiting than the claimed 
language or completely irrelevant. 
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examiner should be directed to Farhan M. Syed whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / // Q/s/// 
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